Submerge/Emerge 7K 75 A -, (45 min) 2015
Commissioned by Taipei Dance Circle, Taiwan
Preshow: https://vimeo.com/177628014
The Dance: https://vimeo.com/177196909
Postshow: https://vimeo.com/184657117

Performer: Kai-Lei Yao glZ5#%k > Lin-Fong Siew E£#JE| > Hsien-Ping Wang T E

Music: Toccata in E Minor, Italian Concerto: Andante and Presto, The Well-Tempered Clavier, Prelude
No. 4 in C-Sharp Minor

Videographer: Marianne Kim

Lighting Design: Guo-Yan Fang =

Premiered: Sep 9-13, 2015, Experimental Theater. National Performing Arts Canter, Taiwan

Touring:

Nov 8§, 2015
Nov 14, 2015
Nov 21, 2015
Nov 28, 2015
March 5, 2016
May 27,2016
June 18, 2016

Sep 9-13, 2016

Submerge/Emerge, New Taipei City Hakka Cultural Center, Taiwan
Submerge/Emerge, Tao-Yuan City Hakka Cultural Center, Taiwan
Submerge/Emerge, LiuDui Hakka Cultural Center, Taiwan

Submerge/Emerge, Xin-Zhu County ShuQiLin Cultural Center, Taiwan
Submerge/Emerge, Tai-Dong County Cultural and Arts Center, Taiwan
Submerge/Emerge, XinZhu County Performing Arts Center, Taiwan
Submerge/Emerge, New Taipei City Xin-Zhuang Cultural and Arts Center, Taiwan

Submerge/Emerge, Sibu International Dance Festival, Sibu, Malaysia

Funding:

National Culture and Arts Foundation, Taiwan
Ministry of Culture, Taiwan
Department of Cultural Affairs, Taipei City
Hakka Affairs Council, Taiwan

UCLA, Council on Research, 2014-15
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and how, to survive after your
founder dies or retires is a major
question that dance companies
around the world have struggled
with, and continue to do so, with

varying degy;s of success. b
It is a question that faced Yang Wan-rung (#%0

#) after her husband and cofounder of the Taipei
Dance Circle O¢##), Liou Shaw-lu (BI¥3#),
died on Sept. 1 last year at the age of 65 after the
reoccurrence of a brain tumor.

His death came just weeks before the
scheduled premiere of Chakra Dances (F#i5),
which Liou had created to mark the company’s
30the anniversary. The
company went ahead with
the performances at the
Experimental Theater in
Taipei, and the rest of the
tour, but the question of the
company's future was on
the minds of company and
audience members alike.

For while Liou and Yang
had founded the troupe
together — when they were
still dancers with Cloud
Gate Dance Theatre (Z2/"1%
i) — she was the backbone
of the company, handing the
administrative and logistics,
while Liou was the artistic
director and choreographer
— and a key performer in
the shows almost to the last.

His works, especially
the baby-oil series that became the company’s
signature, were the result of his years-long pursuit
of frictionless movement, breathing techniques and
experiments with vocalization, and quite unlike
anything else being done in Taiwan or the rest of
the world.

However, Liou had said he wanted the company
to go on, and so Yang made the decision to
produce a new show this year, one that would both
honor her husband and mark a new starting point
for the troupe.

She asked three friends — two Taiwanese
choreographers and a Dutch “sound explorer and
performance artist” — to create new works: Yu
Cheng-chieh (#&4#), an associate professor at
University of California, Los Angeles; Su Wen-chi
(#3031, the founder of YiLab (—#{t#M), who
divides her time between Taiwan and London; and
Taoyuan-based Mark van Tongeren, who earned
a masters’ in ethnomusicology and a doctorate in
artistic research, and focuses on overtone singing
and theater performance.

The 90-minute Show, Lending Ear to Dance,
Eye to Sound (#5iE3%), opens at the Experimental
Theater on Thursday for five shows and then moves
to the Hsinchu Municipal Performance Hall for one
performance at Sept. 16.

The three works focus on different elements
of Liou’s baby oil dances. Yu's piece, Submerge/
Emerge, a documentary-based exploration of
Liou's work, opens the show, followed by Su's
Requiem, which centers on memories of Liou and
his dancers, while van Tongeren’s Raw Impulse
focuses on the creation of sounds and the body and
ties into Liou's exploration of voices live onstage.

I caught up with Yu, another Cloud Gate
alumnus, on Friday last week to talk about her
work on the show and her decades-long friendship
with Liou and Yang,

“When Shaw-lu established his company, I was a
dance student ... we all looked up to him... he was
at New York University about the same time as I
was [they both studied at the Tisch School of the
Arts]. He was always an inspiration, his dedication,
his persistence in studying inspired me,” she said,
adding that she would frequently see him outside of
school at two or three dance events a week, which
were just a fraction of the shows he saw.

They stayed in touch after Liou returned to
Taiwan, and Yu stayed in the US to dance with
a“ choreographers, i Jose Limon,
Solomons and Bebe Miller, before becoming

Taiwanese dancer/
choreographer Liou Show-lu
created a unique technique
with his body oil series for the
Taipei Dance Circle. His wife
and troupe cofounder Yang
Wan-rung decided to
commemorate his life by
inviting three artists to create
new works for the company

BY DIANE BAKER
STAFF REPORTER

a choreographer herself and turning to a_cadmn‘xa-
He often asked her to teach classes to his dancers
whenever she was back on a visit to her family or
for performances of her work. A

Yu said she had very fond memories of the
family ambiance of the company’s old basement
studio in Sanchong (=) in what is now New
Taipei City, where the smell of baby oil permeated
the air and just-washed costumes were hung in the
tiny bathroom to dry.

“I was just back from New York when the 1999
Earthquake happened. There was no electricity, so
we set up a ring of candles to do the ¢ lass. It was
so romantic — and we thought were changing the

world,” she said

“I missed his

memorial in September
[last year], but came
back in time to catch
the last performance
[of Chakra Dances]
Wan-rung said Shaw-
Ju wanted to continue
— he told her to jjust
follow his course. |
really admired her drive
her desire to continue
and I told her: ‘You
should do a show as
tribute to Shaw-h
She said: ‘Can you do a
piece? and I had to say
yes,” Yu said

Saying she felt very
honored to be the first
“non-baby oil” person
asked to choreograph for the company, Yu said the
process had been a tremendous challenge, trying
to find the nuances and the vocabulary of Liou’s
technique.

She said she was helped by her own study of
Baguazhang (/\#%), which began as a form of
Taoist meditation and became one of the fiercest
of the Chinese martial arts, and which Yu has
incorporated for many years in her choreography

“Baguazhang is about ‘mudwalking,” or walking
on an unpredictable surface, about body to body,
body to ground, skin to skin contact,” she said,
which provided similarities to Liou’s body-oil moves

“My work usually follows a documentary
approach, so in June, with filmmaker Marianne
[Kim], I followed the company on tour to several
locations to see how they prepare, how they clean
up. The dancers are involved in everything, taping
the floors, the walls, preparing to perform. The
audience doesn't get to see that part, Yu said. “I
wanted to bring this part up to the surface, to show
that the shows are only the tip of the iceberg.”

When T asked how long Submerge/Emerge is,
Yu laughed and said the “work” is 30 minutes, but it
actually begins with a film that will be shown as the
audience is taking their seats.

“It's a loop, 20 minutes. People can come in,
go out,” she said. “Then there is the simultaneous
choreography and documentary and then a post-
show documentary of dancers cleaning up.”

Lending Ear to Dance, Eye to Sound promises
to be both as though-provoking and engaging as
Liou’s own choreography and as spirited as the
man himself.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

WHAT: Lending Ear to Dance, Eye to Sound
WHEN: Thursday, Sept. 11 and Sept. 12 at 7:30pm,
and Sept. 12 and Sept. 13 at 2:30pm

WHERE: National Experimental Theater (EXRR
BU38), 21-1 Zhongshan $ Rd, Taipei City (&EmPW
mEss21-15%)

ADMISSION: NTS$500, available at NTCH box
offices, online at www.artsticket.com and at con-
venience store ticket kiosks

ADDITIONAL PERFORMANCE: Sept. 16 at 7:30pm
at the Hsinchu Municipal Performance Hall (¥
w{LEREM), 16, Dongda Rd Sec 2, Hsinchu City
(RITTANOAES 21 73%); tickets are NT$300 and
NT$400, available as above or at the door
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